
THOMAS AQUINAS -- Summa Theologica 

5. The angels are incorruptible substances. This means that they cannot die, decay, break up, 

or be substantially changed. For the root of corruptibility in a substance is matter, and in the 

angels there is no matter. 

51. ANGELS AND BODIES 

1. Angels have no bodies. An intellectual nature (that is, a substantial essence equipped for 

understanding and willing) does not require a body. In man, because the body is 

substantially united with the spiritual soul, intellectual activities (understanding and 

willing) presuppose the body and its senses. But an intellect in itself, or as such, requires 

nothing bodily for its activity. The angels are pure spirits without a body, and their 

intellectual operations of understanding and willing depend in no way at all upon material 

substance. 

 

 

JOHN CALVIN  - ICR 

But the point on which the Scriptures specially insist is that which tends most to our 

comfort, and to the confirmation of our faith, namely, that angels are the ministers and 

dispensers of the divine bounty towards us. Accordingly, we are told how they watch for our 

safety, how they undertake our defence [sic], direct our path, and take heed that no evil 

befall us. There are whole passages which relate, in the first instance, to Christ, the Head of 

the Church, and after him to all believers. “He shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep 

thee in all thy ways. They shall bear thee up in their hands, lest thou dash thy foot against a 

stone.” Again, “The angel of the Lord encampeth round about them that fear him, and 

delivereth them.” By these passages the Lord shows that the protection of those whom he 

has undertaken to defend he has delegated to his angels. (Quoted from Calvin’s Institutes, 

1.14.6, CCEL version.) 

 

CS LEWIS -- The Screwtape Letters 

“There are two equal and opposite errors into which our race can fall about the devils. One is 

to disbelieve in their existence. The other is to believe, and to feel an excessive and 

unhealthy interest in them.” 

 

INSCRIPTION OVER SCOTTISH CHURCH DOOR 

“Though God’s Power be sufficient to govern us, 

yet for man’s infirmity God appoints His angels to watch over us.” 


